
‘you can’t fred red’ – you can’t sound out these words you 

just need to learn them by sight. 

Below are a few different activities you can do to help your child to retain and 

remember their tricky red words! 

 

 

 

Make yourself some stepping stones using the tricky 

words.  An adult says a word and the child has to 

jump on, or place a toy on the word and read what it 

says.  

 

 

Place a word on each stair and practise reading 

them as you go up and down the stairs. Please 

be careful though!  

 

 

Tricky word car park – tell your child where to 

park the car – want to make this girly? A field 

with stables – put the horse in the stable. Or the 

princess to castle 

 

 

Puzzy tricky words – write the words on the back of 

puzzle pieces and say the word as you pick up the 

piece. You may just have 5 words but repeated. 

 

 

Roll and read or bingo! 

 

 

TIPS 

 Focus on 5 or 6 at a time 

 Little and often 

 One they know some of them you 

could just narrow it down to 2 but 

have 3 or 4 lots of those 2 words 

 Once they know some always review 

them at least once or twice a week or 

they may forget them! 

Other ideas: 

- Treasure hunt 

- Spot all the ‘to’ tricky words in your 

library book 

- Skittles with words on – knock over say 

the words that got knocked down 

 

 


