
CFLP Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Music 
 

N.B. The following vocabulary is directly linked to the National Curriculum for Music, the CFLP Music Progression document and Charanga Musical School. 

Year Group Elements Instruments Pathway Genres / Style 

Nursery Pitch (high, low), beat, 

melody 

drums, sing, maracas, egg 

shaker, triangle 

my turn – your turn, 

perform 

 

 

Reception 

beat, rhythm, 

pitch (high, low), melody      

dynamics (loud/quiet) 

guitar, drums, sing, piano, 

claves, maracas, egg 

shaker, triangle, 

glockenspiel 

 

listening, call and respond, 

perform 

 

 

Year 1 

 

pulse (beat), rhythm, 

pitch (high/low) melody, 

dynamics (loud/quiet) 

guitar, bass, drums, 

singers, piano, claves, 

tambourine, maracas, egg 

shaker, triangle, conductor, 

glockenspiel, recorder 

 

listening, call and respond, 

improvise, compose, 

perform, comment 
 

 

style, Pop, Rock, Classical, 

Rap 

 

Year 2 

 

pulse (beat), rhythm, 

pitch, melody, 

dynamics (loud/quiet) 

keyboard, piano, drums, 

bass, guitar, horns, 

glockenspiel, orchestra, 

strings, violin, cello, harp,  

conductor, band leader, 

recorder 

 

listening, call and respond, 

improvise, compose, 

perform, comment 
 

 

style, Pop, Rock, Rap, 

Classical, Reggae 

 

 

Year 3 

structure, introduction, 

verse, chorus, pulse (beat) 

rhythm, pitch, tempo, 

texture, dynamics, melody, 

notation, crochet 
 

bass, drums, guitar, 

keyboard, piano, electric 

guitar, backing vocals, 

glockenspiel, percussion, 

bass drum, wind, orchestra, 

flute, clarinet, ukulele 

 

listening and appraising, 

improvise, compose, 

 call and respond,  

perform, critique 

 

genre, lyrics, Pop, Rock 

Rap, Reggae, Classical, 

Disco 

 

 

Year 4 

melody, pulse, rhythm, 

pitch, tempo, dynamics, 

texture, structure, verse, 

chorus, introduction, riff, 

melody, solo, unison, 

notation, crochet, quaver 

keyboard, piano, electric 

guitar, bass, drums, 

backing vocal, piano, organ, 

acoustic guitar, percussion, 

strings, violin, cello, viola, 

double bass, timpani, 

 

listening and appraising,  

improvise, compose, 

call and respond,  

perform, critique 

 

genre, lyrics, 

accompaniment, Rap, 

Reggae, Pop, Rock, Classical 

Disco, Electronic 



CFLP Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Music 
 

N.B. The following vocabulary is directly linked to the National Curriculum for Music, the CFLP Music Progression document and Charanga Musical School. 

ukulele, glockenspiel, snare 

drum, synthesiser, 

turntable 

 


