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Reading Through the, Book Bands

eachy National Curriculumy levels By the ends of Term | inv year 2, children working,
ab the amerage lemel should be reading books i turquoises or purple bands. Please
remember howener; that children learn inv different ways and make progress at

different times. It is possible that there: may be seven year olds on book band, red,

As a, rough guide; children are expected, to reach the highest lemels (lime) ab searery
suchy a wide range of material that the banding becomes not so- important.
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A Word o Cautiond

You will be; doing your child, no- famours if yow rush, them through books. It is not
o race, it is ajourney! Childrer learn ab different rates just as they learn to- walk,
dress themselmes ete. abs differents

rates. Reading must not be treated, as a competition. I} children are rushed,

Things to- Remember

Do hear your child read emery day? Or ab least 3x weeks for a couple of mintutes?
Little: and, often ts more beneficial, thar as long, session once o week

Think abouts how long yow are reading, for - the amount of reading time, shouldn/t
exceed your child's sparv of attention.

Pick, your timing carefully - i's best nob to- embark onv a) reading, sessions when, your child,
is tired.

Every child ts arv indimidual - try not to- compare your child's progress withs other
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How to- Support Your Child Withy Their Reading/:
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o Looks at books independently,

e Handles hooks carefully Knows information can be relayed in the Jorm of, print.

o Holds books the correch way up and turns pages.

o Knows that print carries meaning and, in English is read, fromv lefty to rights and, top: to- bottom.
e Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic activities

o Shows awareness of rthyme and, alliteration

o Recognises rhythm iny spoken words

o Listens to and joins inv with stories' and, poems; one to- one and also i small, groups

o Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and, phrases inv rhymes and, stortes
* Beginning to be aware of the way, stories are structured

o Suggests how the story might; end.

o Listens to stories with increasing attentions and recall.

o Describes mairy story settings, events and, principal characters

o Shows interest in Uustrations and, print inv books and, prink inv the erwironment.

® Recognises Jamiliar words and, signs such, as own name and adwertising logos
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How- to- support your child, reading Lilac leael, books

Your child, i just beginning to- discover the excitement of books. Althoughs these books hanve no words,

they are anv important introduction to- reading. Please encourage your child, to:

e Look ab the pages in order; and talk aboub what: is' happening on the left: hand, page before the right
hand, page.

e Talk about what is happening on eachs page, rather thar just talking about; what they see inv each,
picture.

e Tell yow who or what the book is about:




Pink Sharing
Pink lenvel, is the, very Jinst lewvel, of reading books whichs has words. Your child is beginning to

How to- support; your child reading pinks sharing leasel, books:

o Continue to ook ab the pages i order; and, talk abouts what: is happening on the, Lefty hand, page, before
the, rght hand page.Also reading left to- right.

Ther yow can say ‘well, done it is' a mmmmy what is in the picture starting with, mmmm?’

IF your child, said, it was a dog, make a joke with it and say no- i cant be s dogs o that word, would,

say mog - emphasise the inifial, sound, for them to- listery to.

o Poinb oub that is o picture of a mouse and that s the, word mouse, i we, wanted to- write, i

Make o story out of o whole book, rather than focusing just on what, is happening on each pages

Tell you about something that: happened, in the book, or aboubs something they found out irv the books
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Reading age: 4-5
Aligned to- Phase 2 Letters and Sounds

Locate title

g
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e Understand that we read from left to- rights
Match, spokens word, to- writtery word,
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Locate title, open fronts cover; turn pages appropriately

o Understand that left page comes before right

e Match spokern word, to- writtery word, (I:1 correspondence))
e Use a few known words to check own reading

e Read a simple CVC word, inv the text from lefts to- rights
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thar |5 pages with, | sentence per pages

Reading age: 4-5
Aligned approximately with, Phase 3 Letters and Sounds

Locate and recalls title

Consolidate secure, control of. one~to-one matching onv a wide range of texts

Use known words to check and confirm reading

Solme simple: CVC words by blending phonemes from left to- rights and, check Jor meaning and
correct syntax, e, does it make sense and sound, nght’?

* Repeal words, phrases or sentences to check , confirm or modify own reading
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Reading age: 5-6
Aligned, with, Phases 3/ 4 of Letters and Sounds

Follow. print withy eyes, finger-poinfing onby ab points of dificulty
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Predict irv more detail




Blue: book band, - stage 4

more tharn |5 pages with 2 or 3 sentences per page.

Reading age: 5-6
Aligned withy Phases 4/ 5 of Letters and, Sounds

Self-correct more rapidly or the run
Re-read to- enhance phrasing and, clarily precise meaning
.

e Manage o greater range of text genre
o Discuss content of the text v as manner which indicates precise meaning
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Reading age: 5-6
Aligned withy Phase S of Letters and, Sounds

e Read Jluently with attention to- punchuation
° T . " . # . ' IZ
o Discuss and interpret; character and, plob more fully,

o Use contents page and, glossary in non-fickion books and, locate information |
e
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punchuation. Usually about 20 pages withy 4 or 5 sentences per pages

Reading age: 6-7
Aligned withy Phases 5/ 6 of Letters and Sounds

Examine non-fiction layout: and, use the contents page to select which sections o a book to-read,
Read longer phrases and, more complex, sentences

Atbend/toa/mg,eojlpkmduahmv

and, comment; on content;
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Reading age: 6-7
Aligned withy Phases 5/ 6 of Letters and Sounds
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Tackle a, higher ratio- of more complex, words using known vocabulary, phonic knowledge and syllables
Find, o way around, alphabetically ordered, texts such as indexes, glossaries and, dictionaries
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Usually about: 25 pages with) S to- |0 sentences per pages

Reading age: 6-7
Aligned withy Phase 6 of Letters and Sounds

o Look throughs o variely of texts withs growing independence to- predict content, layout

o Read silently or quietly at o more rapid pace, taking note of punctuations and using it to- keep
using them irv longer and, more complex words
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Gold book band, - stage 9

Childrery might: read, silently or quietly abr quite o rapid pace, taking note of punctuation.
Usualha;aboubZS pﬂgmMﬂmStom sentences per page.

Reading age: 6-7/
Aligned withy Phase 6 of Letters and Sounds

Read silently or quietly ab a more rapid, pace, taking note of punctuation and using i to- keeps
them irv longer and: more complexs words

Take o more conscious account of, literary effects used by writers

locate and, interprel; information inv non-fiction



Whitte book band — stage 1.0
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sentences per page.

Reading age: 6-7
Letters and, Sounds Phases cease to be relemant

* Read, silently most of the time
o Sustair inferest irv longer texts, returning to- i easily after a break
o Use text more Jully as o reference and as as model,
e Search Jor and find information i texts more flexibly
e Notice the spelling of unfamiliar words and, relate to known words
o Show increased awareness of wocabulary and precise meaning
o [Express reasoned, opinions aboub what, is
read, and compare texts
o Offer and discuss interpretations of text
e Commenb onv mairny characters and, how they,
relate to- eachs other
e Suggesb altermnatives or extensions to
emvents and actions
o Discuss [eelings created by stories
o Retelling of stories is balanced and clear
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Reading age: 6-7

*  Referto text to support own ideas

o Deuise key questions and words Jor searching and, use semeral, sources

o Begin to read inv different ways Jor different: purposes, e.g. skimming for relemance; scanning for
° Cmnpmdoonb\astwm\k;}rmvmm\eﬂmonosoum

e Pupils can refer to text layout and organisation

e Beginning to sustain narrdtive and inwestigative reading



Copper book band, - stage, 12
themes and, genres. Children, willi read, independently most of the time. They are interested in
longer texts whichs they carv return to- after o break. Usually more thany 30 pages.

Readmg, Ggf’j 7-8

Express reading preferences.

Extrach information from non-fickion

Make sensible predictions.
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and, colloguial, language.
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Reading age: 7-8

meg/oppmhmitw&
Read a range o} appropriate texts fuently and accurately
o Justify prediction by referring to the story
e Beginto Jind meanings beyond the literal
° IWWWWWMW
e Distinguish the narrator’s voice inv o fiction story fromv the character’s voices through nonliteral
e Respond to the tension in a story
° Read:ahead:’mdete;mbwedirediomlmmmnmg
e Pause appropriately, in response to- punctuation and/or meaning
e Understand, a story thab s told, throughs dialogue and action to- ‘show” instead, of tell the plot.
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genres. Children will read, independently most of the time. They are interested i longer texts whichs
they car return to- after o break. Usually more than 30 pages.
Reading age: 8-9
Leammg/oppor\mmhw
Talk aboub their understanding of significant: ideas, themes, exents and characters.
o Explain the character’'s motivations.
o Identily key points wher reading.
o Discuss the points of view of the character and the narrator.
o Locate and use information
o Show that with help they hamve used inference and deduction.
o Find relevant words inv o test; withouts prompting,
o Show awareness of the listener throughs use of pauses, emphasis and pace to- entertain and,
e Understand how the meaning of sentences is shaped, by punctuation; word order or connectires.
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genres. Children, will read independently most of the time. They are interested in longer texts which
they car return to- after o break. Usually more than 30 pages.

Reading age: 8-10

Leonwmg/oppm‘mmhes

e Understand the meaning of o sentence is' shaped by punctuation, and, word, order.

o Locate key information

o Explain o character’s motivations.

o Discuss the points of view of the character and the narrator.
o Better understand, o range of narration styles.

o Inferpret more sophisticated word-play and puns.




Diamond book band,

genres. Children will read, independently most of the time. They are interested i longer texts which

they carn return to- after o break. Usually more than 30 pages.

Reading age: 9-10

Leammgzopporhmxhes
Tackle unfamiliar and, challenging texts with confidence.

o Identify and recognise complex, sentences, language corwentions and how language is structured, i
o range of text types.

o Gather information from more tharn one place in the text and use inference based, onv what, is

Pearl, lsook, band,

Reading age: 10+

Free: Readen They have finished the reading scheme and will now be, allowed to-
choose Jrom a wider selection of pearl and, non-scheme booksl We, have s lovely
selection, of novels for your child to choose from and they will still, participate iy the
regular guided reading books




